
Our English Curriculum 

 

Intent 

At Dimple Well Infant School and Nursery we believe that pupils in our school should 

become confident speakers, listeners, and fluent readers and writers through a 

broad and balanced curriculum appropriate to their needs.  We want them to acquire 

a wide range of vocabulary and an understanding of grammar and knowledge of 

linguistic conventions for reading, writing and spoken language.  We aim that pupils 

will be able to communicate to a variety of audiences in a confident and articulate 

manner.  

At Dimple Well Infant School and Nursery we strongly believe that pupils need to 

become confident, independent readers.  We believe that competence in reading is 

the key to lifelong learning.  We encourage children to regard themselves as readers 

for life, not only to read for information but also for pleasure and enjoyment.  We 

recognise the importance of using systematic synthetic phonics to give early readers 

the key building blocks they need to understand and read words.  

In our school we want to enable our pupils to write with confidence and accuracy for 

a variety of purposes and audiences.  We aim for children to enjoy and recognise the 

value of writing. We want our children to be able to write with grammatical accuracy 

and be able to apply spelling patterns correctly using a neat handwriting style. 

 

Implementation 

The teaching of English is based on the National Curriculum and the Early Years 

Foundation Stage.   Curriculum planning is carried out in three phases long, medium 

and short term.   

Spoken Language 

We recognise the importance of spoken language in pupils’ development across the 

whole curriculum.  Pupils are provided with opportunities to develop speaking and 

listening skills across the curriculum. They are encouraged to speak clearly and 

convey their ideas using Standard English. Pupils are encouraged to participate in 

class and group discussions, class assemblies, circle times and role play 

opportunities.  Pupils are encouraged to widen and develop their vocabulary across 

every area of the curriculum.   

Phonics 

At Dimple Well Infant School and Nursery phonics is a focussed teaching strategy 

based on the sequenced, progressive and systematic principles of Little Wandle 

Letters and Sounds Revised Programme.   Phonics is taught once children enter the 

nursery.   In Nursery we provide a balance of child-led and adult-led experiences that 

meet the curriculum expectations for, ‘Communication and Language’ and ‘Literacy’.’  

These include sharing high quality stories and poems, learning a range of nursery 



rhymes and taking part in activities that develop focused listening and attention, 

including oral blending. We ensure that Nursery children are well prepared to begin 

learning grapheme-phoneme correspondences and blending in Reception.  

In Reception and Year One each class has a daily phonics lesson.  We follow Little 
Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised expectations of progress.  Children in 
Reception are taught to read and spell words using Phase 2 and 3 GPCs, and words 
with adjacent consonants (Phase 4) with fluency and accuracy.  Children in Year 1 
review Phase 3 and 4 and are taught to read and spell words using Phase 5 GPCs 
with fluency and accuracy. In Year Two it is expected that pupils are taught spelling 
rules in line with the National Curriculum programme of study.  
 
Any child who needs additional practice has daily Keep-up support, taught by a fully 
trained adult. Keep-up lessons match the structure of class teaching, and use the 
same procedures, resources and mantras, but in smaller steps with more repetition, 
so that every child secures their learning.  We timetable daily phonics lessons for 
any child in Year 2 who is not fully fluent at reading or has not passed the Phonics 
screening check. These children urgently need to catch up, so the gap between 
themselves and their peers does not widen. We use the Little Wandle Letters and 
Sounds Revised assessments to identify the gaps in their phonic knowledge and 
teach to these using the Keep-up resources.   
 
Reading 

At Dimple Well Infant School and Nursery we teach the key skills of reading including 

decoding and comprehension through, focussed phonic sessions, group and whole 

class reading sessions, individual reading and guided reading.   

Children are taught to read through reading practise sessions three times a week. 

These are taught by a fully trained adult to small groups of children. We use books 

that are matched to children’s secure phonic knowledge.  Each reading practice 

sessions has a clear focus and have been designed to focus on three key reading 

skills, decoding, prosody and comprehension.  These reading practise sessions 

begin in Reception and continue into Year Two for pupils who need practise reading 

with decodable books. These decodable reading books are taken home on a Friday 

to ensure success is shared with families.   In Year Two, once children have 

developed a secure phonic knowledge an appropriately levelled reading book is 

selected for them by their class teacher. All children are encouraged to reread texts 

to develop fluency and a greater understanding of the text. 

A love of books and reading is encouraged throughout school.  There are a range of 

books on displays and in provision areas that enable us to foster an interest in books 

and reading. We also take part in book awards and world book days. Children are 

encouraged to select a library book each week as well as take home a home reading 

book.   

Writing 

We endeavour to foster an enjoyment of writing at Dimple Well Infant and Nursery 

School.  We encourage children to become creative, imaginative and confident 

writers.  Pupils are encouraged to write for a range of purposes. In Foundation Stage 



mark making is encouraged in all areas, including role play. Pupils are encouraged 

to give meanings to the marks that they make and then to apply their phonic 

knowledge to write sentences and phrases for a range of purposes.  In years One 

and Two pupils write on a daily basis through a range of contexts and cross 

curricular themes.  Pupils are taught to: 

• Spell common exception words accurately and apply this to their writing. 

• Apply phonic knowledge and spelling rules to their writing. 

• Develop their understanding of different punctuation. 

• Choose words for effect according to purpose and audience. 

• Develop their handwriting and presentation skills so that they can produce 

pieces of writing that they are proud of and others can read. 

Children’s achievements in writing are placed on an, ’All Star Writers’ and ‘Superstar 

Spellers’ display. 

 

Impact 

Assessment of children’s learning in English is an ongoing monitoring of pupils 

understanding, knowledge and skills.  This information is used to inform, differentiate 

and support planning. Summative assessment is also used as ways to track 

progress and inform next steps of learning.   

Assessment for learning is used on a daily basis during phonic lessons to identify 

children who may need additional support.  

Summative assessment is used every six weeks to assess progress and identify any 

gaps in learning that need to be addressed. 

Statutory assessments  

Key Stage 1 Teacher Assessment Tasks and Tests.  

Standardised tests are administered in May.  These results are reported to parents 
at the end of Year 2 and are used to inform end of Key Stage outcomes. 
 
Foundation Stage Profile. 
At the beginning of Reception, all pupils are assessed using the Reception Baseline 
assessment. Throughout the reception year the Foundation Stage curriculum is 
taught and the EYFS Profile is completed. This covers all aspects of Literacy 
including ‘Communication and Language, Physical Development’ and ‘Literacy.’  
 
Reading Test. 
A Year 1 phonic reading test is completed in June. Scores are reported to parents 
and any pupil who has not met the required standard is retested the following year.  
These children are supported in Year 2 to enable them to achieve the expected 
standard at the end of the year. 


