
Geography skills progression at Dimple Well 

Skill Nursery Reception Year 1 Year 2 
Geographical 

Enquiry 

With support talk 

about the features 

of the areas they 

play in and the local 

environment. 

 

Use photos and 

pictures to locate 

places in their 

immediate 

environment. 

 

Talk about their 

surroundings and 

the local 

environment. 

Identify features of the local environment. eg 

house, farm, church. 

 

Use photos and pictures to locate places in the 

immediate environment. 

 

Talk about their surroundings and the local 

environment. 

Name and describe physical and 

human features in the local 

environment. 

Use Google Earth, maps and photos 

to find places in the local 

environment. 

Talk about features of the local 

environment and what is liked or 

disliked. 

Sort, group compare physical and 

human features in the local 

environment. 

Use Google Earth, maps and photos to 

find places in the local environment 

and further afield. 

Talk about features of the local 

environment and what is liked/disliked 

and begin to give reasons why. 

Geographical 

Skills and 

Fieldwork 

With support look 

at simple maps and 

identify familiar 

features. 

Use maps and 

photographs in the 

small world and 

role play areas. 

Talk about and describe features of the local 

environment from photos and leaflets. 

Label photos, pictures and their drawings of 

the local environment eg the church or park. 

Create a simple map of a familiar location 

using a simple key and symbols to represent 

landmarks. 

Use left, right, forward and back to describe 

the features and routes on a maps. 

Use simple atlases, maps and globes to 

identify places of interest or relevance to 

topics. 

Link to any Olympics/other sporting events 

Draw an aerial view of the school 

playground. 

Create symbols and a key to represent 

features of the school playground. 

Use symbol compass directions eg 

North, South, East and West to 

describe the location of features on 

their maps. 

Use atlases, maps and globes to 

identify countries of interest, the UK 

and surrounding seas. 

Link to any Olympics/ other sporting 

events 

 

Identify a range of geographical 

features on maps. 

Create simple maps of a familiar 

location using symbols and a simple 

key to represent landmarks. 

Use the points of a compass to describe 

the location of features and routes on 

maps. 

Use atlases, maps and globes to 

identify countries of interest, the UK, 

the world’s seven continents and five 

oceans. 

Link to any Olympics/ other sporting 

events 

 

 

Place 

Knowledge 

Begin to talk about 

where they live and 

who lives in their 

house. 

Talk about the similarities and differences 

they notice between familiar places eg school 

playground, green park, and the surrounding 

area. 

Talk about and describe features of 

the school grounds and surrounding 

area of Ossett. 

Look at a map of Ossett and locate 

the streets and roads we live on. 

Talk about and compare features of the 

local area. 

Compare and contrast localities to the 

UK (eg ) 



Geography skills progression at Dimple Well 

Talk about where they live and who lives in 

their house. 

Describe their route to school each day. 

Name and locate the four countries 

and capital city of the UK and 

surrounding seas. 

Talk about and describe features of a 

contrasting locality to the UK 

(Mosley, Manchester, with 

Townsville, Australia) 

 

Name and locate the world’s seven 

continents and five oceans (song) 

 

Human and 

physical 

Geography 

Through small 

world equipment 

begin to talk about 

some physical and 

human features they 

recognise eg farm, 

house, shop, 

beach, sea, hill. 

Begin to use some simple geographical words 

when talking about human features eg farm, 

house, shop  

Begin to use some simple geographical words 

when talking about physical features eg. 

beach, sea, hill, forest, weather,  

Look for and talk about the seasons 

and the changes that take place in 

Spring, Summer, Autumn and winter 

in the UK. 

Use simple geographical words to 

describe human features eg. Farm, 

house, shop, city, town, village, 

office. 

Use simple geographical words to 

describe physical features eg. Beach, 

coast, forest, hill, mountain, river, 

soil, season, weather. 

Identify and locate hot and cold areas 

of the world in relation to the equator 

and the North and South poles. 

Use simple geographical words to 

describe human features eg. Farm, 

house, shop, city, town, village, office, 

factory, port and harbour. 

Use simple geographical words to 

describe physical features eg. Beach, 

coast, forest, hill, mountain, river, soil, 

season, weather, cliff, coast and 

vegetation. 

 

Sustainability With support talk 

about the things 

they like and dislike 

about their 

surroundings.  

Talk about the things I like and dislike about 

the local environment. 

Begin talking about how the children can start 

sustaining their environment at home and at 

school. 

Discuss and begin to explain the 

things I like and dislike about the 

local environment. 

Talk about how children can start 

sustaining their environment at home 

and at school. eg litter pickers sent 

home. Recycling paper in the 

classroom. 

 

Give reasons for their thoughts and 

views about a given locality. 

Talk about how and why people try and 

sustain their environment, continue to 

encourage the children to recycle and 

lower their paper and resources 

wastage in school. 

IMPACT (how will we know what pupils have learned?) 

Assessments of pupils across school, Early Years to Year 2. Collating children’s work and speaking to children about their experiences – finding their individual response 

to History and their knowledge and understanding of the subject. Pupil’s achievements will be celebrated through high quality displays and on the school website and 

Twitter feed. Pupils’ will apply their understanding, knowledge and skills in a range of contexts including drama, class assemblies, Inspire mornings and cross curricular 

writing. 

 

 

 


