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Squid Game 

The Netflix thriller features some scenes of fairly brutal violence and is rated 15 by the BBFC. It 

follows a group of adults who compete to win innocent-looking playground games, but are killed if 

they do not succeed at the tasks. Squid Game’s popularity is now beginning to spread across various 

online platforms. There has been a wide range of content created – ranging from memes to apps – 

that convey the violence of the show. It is important for parents, carers and educators to 

understand the basis of Squid Game and the potential risks to young people who might be exposed to 

it. Squid Game’s 15 rating has not prevented clips and images from the show being uploaded onto 

social media sites such as TikTok and YouTube. Children who have access to these platforms could be 

inadvertently viewing gory and explicit scenes from the programme. The popularity of 

the programme has also led to online challenges based on various scenes, which see people taking 

part in seemingly innocent children’s games. On the show, however, characters are executed if they 

fail in the game – and videos of people pretending to kill each other after competing in Squid Game 

style contests are going viral on social media, where they are easily accessible to children. 

As a parent or carer, keep a watchful eye on the content that your children are viewing. Speak to 

them openly and chat about how they have been spending time on their devices; let them ask 

questions, too. Ensure that the parental controls are activated on your child’s device and that age-

restricted child profiles are properly set up any on-demand services available through the family TV 

(such as Netflix, in this case) to prevent inappropriate content being streamed. 

If you see your child replicating the challenges from the show or hear them talking about scenes and 

characters from Squid Game, it would be a timely opportunity to discuss with them that the 

programme is not intended for children, that much of the content would be inappropriate for their 

age, and that the violence in the series is very realistic and often upsetting. 

 

 

Evil Santa 

A viral post is circulating on social media about a child accidentally stumbling across a video called 

‘Evil Santa’ on YouTube. The video allegedly features Santa telling the child to harm themselves and 

others to get more presents. The post has been shared widely on social media; despite the video not 

being sourced or found. Viral hoaxes can often amplify anxiety and distress. Experts have found no 

references or videos relating to the hoax. We advise you not to share any posts relating to this hoax 

and instead share this advice. their friends about it. 

Instead, take this opportunity to talk to the children or young people in your care about the risks of harmful 

online content. This is about choosing the right time and place to talk to your child and introducing the 

subject matter indirectly. 

 

For more up to date information about internet safety subscribe to the monthly UK Safer 

Internet Safety newsletter here: 

https://saferinternet.org.uk/guide-and-resource/young-people 
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