
Dimple Well Infant School and Nursery. 
 

English Policy 
 
 

1. Aims and Objectives. 
 

• To ensure that our children leave our school as competent speakers, 
listeners, readers and writers through a broad and balanced curriculum 
appropriate to their needs. 
 

• To acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and 
knowledge of linguistic conventions for reading, writing and spoken 
language. 
 

• To enable children to communicate orally, fluently and confidently to a 
variety of audiences, using the spoken word to express their responses 
articulately. 

 

• To enable children to listen attentively to others, responding to them 
appropriately, and respecting their opinions. 

 

• To develop confident, independent readers able to make choices and 
preferences. 

 

• To encourage children to regard themselves as readers for life, not 
only to read for information, but also to discover the pleasure to read 
for enjoyment. 

 

• To help children enjoy writing and to recognise its value.  
 

• To encourage children to regard themselves as writers for a variety of 
purposes and audiences. 

 

• To nurture the idea of neat presentation in order to communicate their 
written ideas. 

 
 
2. Literacy Curriculum Planning. 
 
Speaking, listening, reading and writing are closely related and we recognise 
that:- 

• They rarely occur in isolation 

• Their development goes hand in hand 

• They are the most important means of communicating, thinking and 
learning. 

 
Literacy is a core subject in the National Curriculum. We use the National 
Curriculum for English 2014 as the basis for implementing the statutory 



requirements of the programme of study for English. In the Foundation Stage 
we relate the Literacy aspects of the children’s work to the objectives set out 
in the E.Y.F.S. 
 
Curriculum planning is carried out in three phases (long term, medium term 
and short term.) The National Curriculum for English 2014 details what we 
teach in the long term. Our medium term plans give details of the main 
teaching objectives for each term. These define what we teach and ensure an 
appropriate balance and distribution of work across each term. Our short term 
weekly plans include objectives that are taught but also give details regarding 
specific activities, use of resources and differentiation. 
 
 
3. Speaking and Listening. 
 
We recognise the importance of spoken language in pupils’ development 
across the whole curriculum and that spoken language underpins the 
development of reading and writing.  
Interactive teaching strategies are used to engage all pupils in order raise 
reading and writing standards. Children are encouraged to develop effective 
communication skills in readiness for later life. 
At Dimple Well children are provided with many opportunities for speaking 
and listening. These include group and class discussions, class assemblies, 
circle time, whole school productions and end of year leavers’ assembly.  In 
Key stage 1 pupils are actively encouraged to use ambitious vocabulary.  In 
foundation stage speaking and listening is incorporated across the curriculum, 
imaginative play areas offer carefully planned role play opportunities. 
 
4 .Phonics 
 
Phonics is taught across school. These begin in Nursery where the focus is 
developing listening skills. These skills then progress to recognising, decoding 
and writing words and phrases containing different phonemes and alternative 
ways of representing these sounds in Foundation Stage and Year One.  In 
Year Two a greater emphasis is placed upon spelling and spelling patterns. 
 
 
5. Reading. 
 
At Dimple Well reading is taught throughout the curriculum but it is also taught 
discretely in literacy lessons and during guided reading sessions using a 
combination of strategies. These include modelled reading sessions, shared 
reading sessions, individual and guided reading.  
 
Modelled reading, where the teacher provides a demonstration of reading 
aloud and how using expression aids understanding of the text for a listener. 
Teachers will also explicitly model how to decode words and build up the 
recognition of some common words so that they become sight vocabulary. 
 



Shared reading, where the teacher encourages participation whilst taking the 
lead role. Comprehension skills can also be developed. 
 
Guided Reading, where the teacher groups children according to 
developmental stage or needs. Discussions of strategies used for decoding 
words or discussing aspects of the text will be encouraged. Guided reading is 
an opportunity to teach a specific aspect of reading.  Teachers use a range of 
questions to assess children’s knowledge and understanding. Children’s 
responses and progress are recorded as part of the guided reading process 
so that a picture can be built up regarding progress.  
 
Children should experience all of the above approaches each week. In 
addition to this there is individual reading. All children are heard read 
individually but children who need extra support or are in the early stages of 
reading are heard read individually more frequently by the class teacher or by 
volunteers from the community and parents to support children when reading 
in school. 
 
Home Reading:- Parental involvement in reading for all children is important. 
A shared reading partnership between home and school is established. 
Children are encouraged to read their core reading book at home and 
alongside this the children have the opportunity to select a library book to 
share at home. 
 
Resources 
Each class has a reading area in the classroom where books are displayed in 
an attractive manner. Children are taught from the very earliest of stages how 
to care for books. Books need to be attractive and in good condition if children 
are to have a positive attitude towards reading and a genuine care for books.  
Children are encouraged to borrow books both fiction and non fiction books 
from the library trolley.   A library area is situated outside class 4 where books 
are organised to support support topic work in the classroom.   At Dimple Well 
we also believe that it is important to use displays and constant provision 
areas make a focal point of attractive books in order to foster an interest in 
books and reading. 
 
Reading for pleasure is promoted in school.  Ranges of story books are 
provided at playtime for children to access.  The children take part in EOCT 
book awards where children vote for the best new book.  World Book Day is 
celebrated and special story times occur where pupils choose which story 
they would like to listen to are a regular event.  
 
 
6. Writing 
 
At Dimple Well Infant School and Nursery we endeavour to foster an 
enjoyment of writing and to provide children with many opportunities for 
writing, both formally and informally.  We encourage children to become 
creative, imaginative and confident writers.  Attention is paid throughout the 
school to the formal structures of English, grammatical detail, punctuation and 



spelling.  Our approach to teaching writers covers the, ‘transcription,’ and, 
‘composition,’ elements of the National Curriculum (2014).  Teachers are 
flexible in using a range of strategies to suit the needs of the children and the 
text type being taught. 
 
In Foundation Stage children are encouraged to write, through providing mark 
making opportunities into the different areas of provision in the classroom. For 
example whiteboards and laminates in the construction areas, shopping lists 
and notepads in the home corner. Children are also encouraged to take part 
in focused writing tasks so that writing can be modelled and pupils writing can 
be supported and developed. 
 
In Key Stage One writing experiences are supported through displays, 
classroom environments and materials provided.  Teachers model writing 
strategies and the use of phonics and spelling strategies in shared writing 
sessions.  Guided writing sessions and class groupings are used to target the 
specific needs of both groups and individuals.  Children are given the 
opportunity to write at length in extended independent writing sessions on a 
regular basis. 
 
 
7. Grammar and Spelling 
The teaching of Grammar and Spelling is in line with the requirements of the 
National Curriculum (2014) Our expectations are outlined in ‘Dimple Well’s 
Definites’  (See Appendix 1) It details the expectations and agreed 
terminology which must be used by each year group.   
 
To be able to spell correctly is an essential skill.  In Foundation Stage and 
Year One daily phonics is the key to the children’s learning of spellings. 
Children are taught to blend sounds to read and segment words to spell. At 
the same time they learn words that are not phonetically regular (common 
exception words.) From Year One common exception words are sent home 
and regularly assessed. 
At Dimple Well Infant and Nursery School we use a multi-sensory approach to 
learn each phoneme in the Letters and Sounds document for our phonics 
teaching. During each phonic session children are taught to:-  
 

• Discriminate between separate sounds in words. 

• Learn the letter and letter combinations most commonly used to spell 
those sounds. 

• Read words sounding out and blending their separate parts. 

• Write words by segmenting them and combining spelling patterns of 
their sounds. 

Each phonic lesson follows the cycle of review, teach, practise and apply. 
 
From Year Two the children move towards using their phonic knowledge to 
help them to understand spelling rules and patterns.  We teach children to use 
their growing understanding of the morphology and etymology of words to 
support their spelling, helping children to understand how to use and apply 



known spelling patterns and rules is the key to helping them become 
successful spellers.  
 
 
8. Handwriting 
 
We encourage the children to take pride in the presentation of their written 
work and to develop a neat and correctly formed handwriting style. 
( See appendix 2) 
In the Foundation Stage children are provided with a range of activities such 
as threading and play dough to develop their hand muscles and body 
awareness. Letter formation is introduced linked to the phonics being covered 
at the time. It is taught in a multi-sensory way with children encouraged to 
practise letter formation through tracing and copying over letters in a variety of 
media, including sand, paint and shaving foam.  Letter formation is also 
developed on a large scale using the I.W.B. 
 
In Year 1 and Year 2 children are given short formal weekly lessons to follow 
instruction on letter formation and orientation.  We use a Sassoon primary 
handwriting style which is cursive. Joins are introduced in Year 2. (See 
appendix) 
 
In all the classrooms the correctly formed handwriting style is displayed and 
modelled by both teachers and teaching assistants. 
 
 
9. Use of ICT 
 
Opportunities to use ICT to support the teaching and learning in literacy are 
planned into the curriculum, e.g. use of clicker, word processing, text ease, 
ipads and using the internet to research topics. 
 
 
10. Assessment and Target Setting 
 
Children’s work is continually assessed and monitored. Class assessment 
grids are completed to show areas of strength and areas for development. 
These objectives are in line with the national curriculum. ( See appendix 3)  In 
Foundation Stage the 2 simple software is used to gather evidence and track 
progress. 
 
Children’s work is regularly marked using “yippee yellow” and “growing green” 
comments.  Symbols are used to identify key skills and next steps for 
development.  
 
Each term children’s progress in reading and writing is updated using class 
tracking grids.   
 
 
End of year assessments. 



Key Stage 1 Teacher Assessment Tasks and Tests.  
These are administered in May. Levels in speaking and listening, reading and 
writing are made using the appropriate criteria and are reported to parents at 
the end of Year 2. 
 
Foundation Stage Profile. 
Throughout the reception year the Foundation Stage curriculum is taught and 
the EYFS Profile is completed. This covers all aspects of Literacy including 
‘Communication and Language’, and ‘Literacy.’  
 
Reading Test. 
A phonic reading test is completed in May. Scores are reported to parents and 
any pupil who has not met the required standard is retested the following 
year. 
 
 
11. Inclusion and Special Educational Needs. 
 
We aim to provide for all children so that they achieve to their full potential. 
 
We identify which children or groups of children are underachieving and take 
steps to improve their attainment through additional support, including catch 
up and individual reading. 
 
 
 
 
12. Equal Opportunities 
 
All children are provided with equal access to the English curriculum. We aim 
to provide exciting learning opportunities regardless of gender, ethnicity or 
home background.  This policy meets the requirements of the Equality Act 
2010, Human Rights Act 1994 and the Special Educational Needs and 
Disability Regulations 2014. 
 
 
13. Role of the Subject Leader 
 
The subject leader is responsible for improving the standards of teaching and 
learning in literacy through monitoring and evaluating:- 

• Children’s progress 

• Quality of the learning environment 

• Quality of teaching and learning 

• Planning 

• Use of support staff 
 
 
 
14. Parental Involvement 
 



At Dimple Well we value the support parents give and endeavour to keep 
them fully informed in their child’s progress through written reports, parents 
and on other informal occasions as the need arises. Literacy is an area of the 
curriculum where parents’ support is invaluable. We send reading books 
home with the children to read with a parent. The regular extra practise and 
benefit of a one to one reading time greatly assists the child’s progress and 
helps the child to establish good reading habits. Parents are also informed of 
ways in which they can help their child through curriculum information sheets 
and termly parent surgeries.  
 
Parents are invited into school at regular intervals to enjoy school productions 
and class assemblies. This allows children to perform to an audience. We aim 
to display written work attractively for and visitors to see when they come into 
school. This helps to build the child’s self esteem, set high standards and 
celebrate success. 
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